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to Him whole-heartedly. The last verse may be said to
be the statement of prapatti by Parasara where he
expresses his inability to implement the karma, jnana
and bhakti-yoga-^ as means of salvation. Even regarding
prapatti he is unable to follow it because of his utter
helplessness and lack of firm conviction of its
implementation. Still the hope of being saved by the Lord,
He being the final means, sustains him.

GRADATION AMONG THE RELEASED SOULS

In his explanation of the name muktanaiii parama
gatih (name no. 12) in the VSB, Parasara points out that
the word muktanam ('of the released souls') exhibited
in the plural number makes two things clear: (i) that
the released souls are different from one another; and
(2) that they are many in number.- They are also different
from the Lord because of the difference implied by the
term gati(\\\& goal'). Parasara also quotes an upanisadic
passage prthagatmanam pren'tarayi camatva[ Svetasvatara,
Upanisad 1.6) and the Brahmasutra muktopasrpyavya
padesacca (i. ii. iii) in support.

ISVARA AN ABODE OF PERFECTIONS

In keeping with the Srivaisnava tradition, Parasara
believes in the Supremacy of Lord Narayana, also known
as Visnu, Vasudeva, etc., who is the infinite abode of
innumerable perfections such as knowledge, lordship and
strength which are collectively known as the 'six
perfections' (sadgunya).^ He is also at the same time
devoid of any blemishes. This is what is known as the
ubhayalmgatva of the Lord. This has been clearly stated
by Parasara in the VSB while refuting the prima facie
view that the Supreme Brahman is devoid of any positive